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Editor’s Letter
    There are those who remember before there was a crossroad in Parkstown. What jewels we still have among us!  Over the years, many changes have occurred here, and such precious folks as Uncle Bob, Mrs. Marianna, Mr. Tick, Mrs. Sallie, Mrs. Nannie, Mr. Red, and Ma & Daddy (Julia & Samuel Jackson) can share those memories with us.  

    I have been told about Park-stown’s rough days prior to its more civic days. That’s what history is-  the good, the bad and the ugly.  It’s the good times, the bad times – happy and sad times.  History is whatever happened.  We learn from history when we examine the” whys”, the “hows”, and the” who’s.”
    It has been a wonderful rich experience talking with my dad about the history of Parkstown. 

   I’ve learned so much about it  and its people, but the most precious lesson was that people like our seniors should be respected for what they have chiseled out for us, no matter the toils that life has paid on them.

   I greatly respect both my Mom and my Dad who embrace eighty with dignity and pride and a great treasure and legacy, gift-wrapped for those who will appreciate it and learn from it.

FAMILY REUNION [image: image1.wmf]
    For over 40 years, those who have come from the heart of Eunice Fuller Jackson & Walter Jackson have gathered someplace in Wayne County, North Carolina.  All of these Jacksons have roots in this place called Parkstown.
    Many stories are whispered about the mixing and mingling of the Jacksons & Parks and much of it has been substantiated through gifts of land, lawsuits, and even oral acknowledgements, but such is life.  

   I suspect that makes the history of “Parks” town even more precious to the Jackson family.

    Yet, it is the “Jackson” name that is most often shouted in this corner of Wayne County.  

   Somehow, most people are born into, married into, grew up with, worked with, or worshipped with one of the Jacksons.

    The Jackson Family Reunion choir celebrates the family’s grandeur in song. The choir was begun under Kenneth Pridgen, and has flourished under Diane Smith and Byron Rowe.  Diane has kept the choir faithful with reunions and funerals for, especially, family members.  Thank you, Diane.  We know it cannot be easy.
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   Sixty years ago, brave men from the Parkstown community fought for our freedom.  We honor them today.  Thank you.
These made us proud:

Malachi Body        Griffin Lewis

Jack Bynum          McCoy Rowe

Alec Cox              Jubetan Smith                         

Elbert Cox               Kirby Smith
Roland Hunter    Swindell Smith
      Military Service           [image: image4.wmf] [image: image5.wmf][image: image6.wmf][image: image7.wmf][image: image8.wmf][image: image9.wmf]
AlexanderBell                                 Sammie Lee Bell

Chester Best                                 Leon Best

McKenzie Best                            Dexter Bowden                            Lareshe Bowden    

James Bowden, II

Roy Bowden

OthnalBritt, Jr.                            Ronald Bynum                         Bobby Cox                               Gerald Cox

Darren Dawson                         Mahlon Exum                               George Edwards
Frank Gardner                           Larry Gardner

Earnest Gardner

LeVon Gardner

Stacy Hardy                              Tony Hardy                                  George Hargrove, Jr.

Andrew Jackson  
Clarence Jackson                      DeJuan Jackson

Dennis O’Keefe Jackson

G. LaVern Jackson

James “Little Buddy” Jackson

John “Mooky” Jackson

Johnnie Jackson

John Jackson

Leslie Jackson

Ezra Jackson, Jr.

Marshall Jackson

Nathaniel“Chill”Jackson

BeWana Johnson

Robert Johnson

Leo“Hotfoot” Jones

Jimmy Jones

Roger Lewis

Carl Martin

Hearlon Martin

Marion Martin

Timothy Parker, Sr.

Isaac Person

Alfred Rowe

Byron Rowe

Douglas Rowe

James Rowe

Linwood Rowe, Jr.

Maxine Rowe

Rodney Rowe

Simon Wooten, Jr.

Louis “Dick” Smith
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Joe Raymond Body

Ezra Jackson, Sr.     

George Jackson

James “Big Bud” Jackson

Memphis “Snowball” Kornegay                   Dazelle Thomspon
Down in the woods under a tent. They played.  They had saxo-phones, trumpets, drums, playing  for school closings and marching from the school to the Big House.

BYMW Club
Better Young Men & Women
   The BYMW was originally organized  in the 30’s by Alberta Daniels, a Seventh-day Adven-tist Church School teacher and  remained alive in the hearts and minds of Samuel & Julia Jackson, Sallie Body, and Napoleon Lewis. Last year, invitation was extended to the heirs of the surviving members in order to reorganize the club.
   Since then, the BYMW has been  reviving community pride and leading out in community development.  Charter members have been invited to continue as advisors, and we look forward to the revitalization of the community we love so much.
Neighbood Watch!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
[image: image12.wmf]   Blessed of the Lord               
Centenarians                               (lived to be 100):

Nora Body*  Josie Exum*
                 [image: image13.wmf]  

Nonagenarians                          (over 90) 

Marianna Britt - 94

Joe Raymond Body– 92*
Ethel Taylor - 90
*deceased
Parkstown  Parades     [image: image14.wmf] [image: image15.wmf]                    
Sponsors

1951-1957, BYMW

1958-1959, Citizenship Club

1960-1963, BYMW

1964-1965, Citizenship Club

1968, Parkstown Youth Club

Chairpersons

1951-1959, Samuel Jackson
1960- Warren G. Cox

1961-1965, Samuel Jackson

1968- Sylvia Jackson
Highlights

1951

No band, 6-8 boys from Dillard High School, played in the back of a mule pulled wagon, 4 strands of lights & Santa Claus

1958

Parade cancelled due to snow
Star over the crossroads, Santa Claus & donated food boxes to the poor & aged

1959

5 bands, 13 strands of lights, Associated Press coverage, barbecue dinners, Sheriff Departments from Wayne, Lenoir & Greene County, 9 floats, Boy Scouts, Fire truck 
1960
5 bands, 12 floats, 14 strands of lights, toys for children , a Black & a White Santa Claus,  3000 viewers, drawings for free turkeys, 3 beauty queens, 3 marching units

1964
8 bands, 15 floats, Santa, 3 commercial floats, 5 fire trucks, clowns, WITN-TV’s Mr. Hobo, 14 strands of lights, beauty queens (Lula Jackson & Judy Body) 
1965

30 units, 20 floats, 18 strands of lights, Representative from Governor Terry Sanford Office (Press Secretary Graham Jones, Editor & Mrs. Henry Belk, Fireworks, 2 beauty queens (LaVern Jackson & Soundra Rowe), hobos (Earl Rowe & Johnny Wooten), 4000 viewers
1968

14 strands of lights, 5 beauty queens (Pricilla Robinson, Shelby Reeder, Glenda Rowe, Joy Jones, Edna Battle), Santa Claus, fireworks by Airmen from Seymour Johnson AFB

Happy Anniversary[image: image16.wmf]
Samuel & Julia Jackson - 62 years this October 4. They are the longest married living couple in Parkstown.  May God continue to bless this union. 
National Negro Baseball League

Did You Know?

Lomack “Mr. Mack” Pridgen played baseball at NC A&T State University and was recruited to play for the Negro League. An injury ended his career.
[image: image17.wmf] In the Year 1952

     Samuel Jackson, the historian for BYMW, discovered that more babies were born in 1952 than any other year in the history of Parkstown.  Those bundles of blessings were:

Bobby Baker

Julia Deloris Best

Billy M. Body

Cathy Coker

Gerald Cox

Warren “Ricky” Cox

Trudy Gray

Ray Hall

Sherwin Herring

Sylvia Jackson

Carl Lancaster
Judy McClarin

Charles Person

Brenda Faye Rowe

Glenda Kaye Rowe

Zeb Franklin Smith

Delana Wade

Veronica Wooten
JPC Foundation

JLMI  Preserving Community  
    Because of God’s great blessing, LaVern Jackson has pledged to give back to Parkstown, the community that nurtured her, and thus founded the JPC Foundation.  She led out in the new BYMW club and has worked with United Way and Wayne County to bring life back to southeastern Wayne County.  JPCF was a sponsor of the Best Station Community Day, as well as, this weekend’s events. Website:  www.jpcf.org
 In the News                [image: image18.wmf]
For years, Samuel Jackson wrote an article in the LaGrange Gazette called Parkstown News.    May of 1994, young Branda Darling was editor of The Parkstown Express.  Today, we publish The Parkstown Herald.  
Parkstown Clubs
Better Young Men & Women

Parkstown 4-H Club
Parkstown Citizenship Club

Community Development Club
Parkstown Youth Club 
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 Parkstown Graduates
Evelyn Elnora Britt, daughter of Othnal and Marianna Britt and Donnell Jackson, daughter of Zephaniah and Bessie Jackson, were the first college graduates from Parkstown.

Early College Attendees

Sallie Martin

Virginia Martin Bridges

Lomack Pridgen

Mildred Body Rhodes

[image: image20.wmf]  Don’t Be a Litter Bug!
DIAL 911 For Emergencies!

$ Parkstown Businesses $
Small Department Store

James “Mr. Jim” Bynum

sold a little bit of everything.  His was not just a variety or general store.  It was a small department store.

Country Stores

Aloise Best             Jonah Hamm
Robie Best            Jessie Jackson
Nora Body       Charlie Kennedy

Mr. Bridges        Noah Kornegay Laney Bryant          Bob Morgan
Maude Bryant     Amaziah Parks
Leon Coker              Berry Parks

Elbert Cox                 Dick Parks
Oscar Davis              Lois Sutton 

John H. Waters   Simon Wooten

Charity Hutchinson
Fish Market

Ezra Jackson, Sr.

Barber/Beauty Shops
BD & T

Warren Cox, Sr. 
Ezra Jackson, Sr.
Cleaners
Campfield Jack Bynum

Garages

Warren G. Cox

Pump Jones
Noah Newsome
Carpentry/Woodwork
Billy Body’s Handiworks

Roy Bowden  
Danny Davis Construction                             Jessie Jackson
Samuel Jackson Construction 
Masonry
George Parks

Earl Rowe

Lawncare

Ronnie Body

Lomack Pridgen

Cedric Jackson

Farmers &  Livestock
Many, Many, Many!

& of course, there were – the doctors!
Earl’s Place

What began as a garage grew into a sought after Banquet Hall. Thank you, Earl & Nell for providing a great facility for southeastern Wayne County to rent for those family reunions, dinners, etc.

Churches
St. Delight United Holiness

Mt. Zion Seventh-day Adventist
Thompson Chapel Free Will Baptist

Schools

J. W. Jackson Adv. Academy
Heavenly Hands Daycare
Parkstown Headstart Center
Seventh-day Adventist School
Four Cemeteries

· Behind the Big House

· Indian Cemetery 

· Behind Emma Herring
· Toward’s  Jason

Drive-in Movie Theater

   There was a drive-in movie theater every Saturday night.  A white man would come, erect a screen, and run a reel projection.
   Afterwards, he would take a collection.

Medical Doctor     [image: image21.jpg]



Congratulations to Mr. & Mrs Ervin Exum and their son, Dr. Kelvin Exum, a doctor at Howard University Hospital.  You make us proud!  GREAT JOB!!!!

College Graduates     [image: image22.wmf]
Doctorate Degree
Sylvia Jackson   (Ashbourne)
Master Degrees
LaVern Jackson   (Virginia State) &

LaVern Jackson (USArmy CG&SC)                   Marshall Jackson   (East Carolina)               

Sylvia Jackson   (Cambridge)
Brenda Rowe   (Iowa State)
Donnell Jackson 

Bachelor Degrees
Julia Best (NCCU)
Everett Body (Livingstone)
Roderick Body (NCA&T)
Wilma Body (Livingstone)
James “Dick” Bowden (St. Aug)
Carl Thomas Britt (NCA&T)
Eleanor Britt (Johnson C. Smith)
Mary Ruth Britt

Ronald Bynum – (CUC)

David Cox

Gary Cox

Olivia Cox

Gloria Diane Davis 
Tony Davis (NCA&T)
Lesley Evans

Charlie Franklin (WSSU)
Donnell Jackson (NCCU)
G. LaVern Jackson (NCCU)
John Jackson (NCCU)
John “Mooky” Jackson 

Anjanette Jackson
Jackie Jackson (Fayetteville)

Joyce Jackson (Oakwood)
Julia Braswell Jackson (ECU)
Lula Jackson (NCCU)
Marshall Jackson (Livingstone)
Rosemary Jackson 
Shaun Jackson

Sylvia Jackson (Oakwood)
Natasha Jones (Southeastern)

Tremonia Jones (NCA&T)

Brenda Miller (Fayetteville State)

Adrian Kevin Pridgen (NCCU)
Desmond Pridgen (NCCU)
Jawnshel Reeder (NCA&T)
Gasie Richardson (Oakwood)

Hilda Braswell Rouse (Shaw)
Anthony Rowe (FSU)
Brenda Rowe (Oakwood)
Velma Rowe (Elizabeth City State)
Hilda Smith (Fayetteville State)

* Surely, I have missed some names. I simply wanted to show the goodness of God and the talents & gifts here.
*Criteria:  actually lived in Parkstown

*We also recognize those of you who are still in school and those of you who began but stopped for various reasons. Some of you received associate degrees or were certified in vocational fields.  We are proud of each of you & yours.
Old Mill Cemetery [image: image23.wmf]   
   JPCF & BYMW are working hard to assist the Old Mill Cemetery Committee.  Several gravesites are no longer identified.  Please help us by removing fences around your family’s plot unless you faithfully keep it groomed, fill in sinking graves on your plots,   remove old flowers, and re-erect fallen memorials.
   Make yourself a committee of one to just go out and help.  Thanks!
Let’s Keep Parkstown Clean

   Check your property to make sure it is both safe and uncluttered. Remove junk cars, old furniture & appliances. Plant flowers or shrubbery.      

   Check old wiring & discard old medicines & paint cans.  Check on the aging & keep an eye on our children.  Let’s live together peacefully & safe.

[image: image24.wmf]Renewal of Vows  

 Oscar & Beatrice Davis just celebrated 50 years of marital bliss.  The best to the happy couple, and “Great job” for the beautiful ceremony to Diane, Teresa, Junior, Tony & Tonda.    
Parkstown Community Day Celebration
  [image: image25.wmf]             [image: image26.wmf]
The JPCF is the proud sponsor of a day to bring the community together.  The Jackson Family Reunion meets each third Sunday in August since the early 70’s.  Shelby Reeder, president of JPCF, offered on behalf of the foundation a tent to be placed on the 1200 block of Parkstown Road.  Refreshments and other activities are provided for the children.  Health screening and public safety exhibits are also available.
[image: image27.wmf]READ! READ! 
Get a library card today or subscribe to the newspaper.  Read your Bible, pray everyday - you will Grow! Grow! Grow!
Honorable Work

    We celebrate and honor all of you who have become productive hard-working citizens of this fine community.

   You have given of yourselves to make a home for your families.  You have supported and educated your children. You have come together to pray, to work, and to encourage each other.  
   This is community.  This is Parkstown, U.S.A.

[image: image28.wmf]Where Are They Now?
Dr. Kelvin Exum – John Hopskins Brenda Rowe – Montreal, Canada

James Rowe – Colorado Springs,CO

Carolyn Person – Denver, CO

Donnell Jackson – Tampa, FL

Roderick Body – Tampa, FL

Andrew Jackson – Marion, AR
Jawnshel Jackson – Bowie, MD

Joyce Jackson – Raleigh, NC

Sylvia Jackson – Atlanta, GA

Shelby Jackson – Greensboro, NC

Rosemary Jackson- Delaware

Alfred Rowe –Fayetteville, NC

Anthony Rowe – Atlanta, GA

Michael Parks – Atlanta, GA

McKenzie Best – Japan
Dexter Bowden – Kentucky

Marshall Jackson – Eighty-Four, PA

Carl Thomas Britt – VT

Charlie “Sweetpea” Franklin – Charlotte
Ronald Bynum – Fredericsburg, MD

Stevie Bynum – Virginia

Billy Bynum – Atlanta, GA

Lula Jackson – MD

Ernest Martin - MD

Angela Martin –MD

Hattie “Tootsie” Hargrove -MD

Janice Martin – MD

Carolyn Bowden –MD

Gladys Bowden –Marion, SC

James “Dick” Bowden – Raleigh, NC

BeWana Johnson- Wilmington, NC

Gasie Richardson- Atlanta, GA

Lula Best – Raleigh, NC

LaVern Jackson – Hopewell, VA

Desmond Pridgen – Atlanta, GA

 Tell Us about the Good Things Your Folks Are Doing

   I don’t know unless you tell me.  Prayer request are always in order.  Let’s keep the lines open in our community.  Who is your neighbor?  Do you know?
Samuel Jackson

Unofficial Mayor of Parkstown 
    For years, Samuel Jackson was identified as the mayor of Parkstown.  His dedication and commitment to the well-being of his community cannot be challenged. He has worked diligently and untiringly to improve the quality of life around him for over sixty years. 

   When asked years ago to run for County Commissioner, he declined fearing that the position would interfere with his church, which he loves even more deeply.     

   Samuel Jackson has been one of the few civilians to have received the highest honor that the state of North Carolina bestows upon civilians, the Order of the Long Leaf Pine from Governor Jim Hunt.

    The devout Christian along with his wife, Julia, has worked on many civic, church headquarters, and community committees.  Each of them have received numerous awards and recognitions.
     Sam Jackson has been featured several times in the Goldsboro News Argus for his historical records of the Parkstown Community and for his civic duty. 

Take Care of Yourself!

Christian Education -
Seventh-day Adventist School
   Beginning 1922, Seventh-day Adventist education has had a presence in the Parkstown community. Rosetta Baldwin from High Point, North Carolina was the first teacher.                                        

    Among the first students were Laura Jackson, Ethel Jackson, Almeater Body, Thelma Body, Nannie Britt, Othnal Britt Zephaniah Jackson, Joe Raymond Body, and many others in the community.  Later Miss Baldwin would return and teach Ezra Jackson, Bessie Suggs, Lena Lewis, Macie &, Ossie Jackson, Malachi Body, Evelyn  & Samuel Body, Ruth Jackson, Samuel Jackson.
    Other teachers at the Adventist church school were Sarah Richardson, Pastor Lawrence Hastings, Alberta Daniels, Inez Brown, and Pastor Fountain.  Nora Body & Jessie W. Jackson were the strongest supporters. The school stopped in 1945 with J.W. Jackson.

     In 1987, the school was revived under Pastor Lloyd Johnson. Teachers were Willie James, Richard Pinder, Daphne Johnson, Diane Chun, Pastor B. C. Williams, Sylvia Jackson Wilson, Julia Jackson, and Otha 

Cooper.  Margie Johnson, Lila Sauls, Lucille Whitley, Virginia Vines, Hilda Rouse, and others have worked to inspire, instruct, and instill greatness.

Wanted: 
Stories about Parkstown’ s history

Commercial Ads 
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         (www.jlmi.biz)
The B.Y.M.W. Club
[image: image30.png]JPC Foundation




        (www.jpcf.org)
The New Parkstown Community Development Club

Volunteer Wayne/RSVP
(Retired & Senior Volunteer Program)
WIPP (Women Impacting Public Policy)
NACGBE 

(National Association of Certified Government Business Enterprises)
Al Reeder Underground Sprinkler Systems

Lanies Kids (www.lanieskids.com)

Messages
Julia & Sam Jackson

“Happy 62nd Wedding Anniversary”

From:  Your Children, Grands & Great Grands
Ms. Kennedy Nicole Minus

“Welcome to Our World”

From: Aunt Vern & Uncle Jesse

Andrew M. Jackson

“Happy Birthday”

From: Your Sisters/Brother

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Email:  syljacwil3@aol.com  for news
Next paper will be published for the Christmas holiday. Articles are welcome if not a commercial at no cost.  For $1 you may wish  a happy birthday, merry Christmas, happy anniversary, or other congratulations. Commercial ads are $20.  The newspaper is published at www.JPCF.org as a link and therefore reaches the world. 
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